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Linguist LaFond organizes space meeting
College professors are called upon to
do much more than teach their classes
and conduct research. Service – to their
academic departments, the university, as
well as to the greater community – is an
important part of the role that professors play. One Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville professor who has embraced
service as a way of life is Larry LaFond.
LaFond, an associate professor in the
department of English language and literature and associate dean in the college
of arts and sciences, was born in New
Brighton, Minn. He obtained his bachelor’s
in Greek and Hebrew at Concordia College
in St. Paul, Minn., a master’s in divinity from Luther-Northwestern Theological
Seminary, also in St. Paul, a second master’s degree in applied linguistics from Old
Dominion University in Virginia and his
doctorate in linguistics from the University
of South Carolina. For LaFond, the connection between language and theology is
very clear.
“Many people who go to study theological studies end up studying a variety
of languages in the process,” LaFond said.
“The same was true for me. I ended up
studying German and Latin and Greek and
Hebrew and fell in love with that language
learning and later ended up combining
that love for language learning with my
profession by going into linguistics.”
When asked about the controversies
surrounding the translation of the Bible,
LaFond takes the approach of the linguist.
“Translation is an art form, not a direct
science,” he said. “Anybody who speaks
more than one language knows that it
is complicated finding exactly the right
kinds of words. One might think that this
or that word means this in Greek and so
you translate to that word in English, but
frequently that kind of translation does not
communicate well the original intent or
original meaning of the text.”
Linguistics, LaFond said, is an important
field because it has to do with human communication as a whole, not just language.
“We care about anything related to being
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The mother-daughter duo changed
that by beginning The Riverbend
Down Syndrome Parent Support
Group two years ago. The group
meets the fourth Monday of every
month at Leclaire Christian Church in
Edwardsville. Frietag said the group
meets at 6 p.m. or 6:30 p.m. depending on what activities are planned for
the evening. “We started with about
three families and now we have as
many as 12. We’ve grown quite a bit.
We have a lot of picnics and activities
through the year,” she said.
Last year, Frietag began a quest
to bring more awareness to World
Down Syndrome Day. She and fellow Anderson Hospital Nurse and
friend Doris Faulk handmade over
a dozen special baby blankets that
are a little larger than the traditional
baby blanket. Frietag pointed out
that the size is larger because babies
with Down syndrome “like to be
tucked up nice and tight.”
The two nurses distributed their
blankets on March 21, 2011, to new
parents of babies born on this day
which is also World Down Syndrome
Day.
“I have a little letter that I put in
their blanky bag. It just says congratulations on your new baby. Your
baby was born on a special day,”
Frietag said.
She went on to explain that the
letter further points out that these
parents and her now have a “common thread” because their baby was
born on March 21 – World Down
Syndrome Day and her grandson has
Down syndrome.
She emphasized that she didn’t
want to make new parents sad but
that she does it for awareness. “It’s
an awareness program – nothing else.
Just to be aware that their baby was
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Dr. Larry LaFond
human. Language is an integral piece of
our humanity and it is one that I find particularly fascinating,” he said.
Facilitating communication among
humans is also part of what LaFond does
at SIUE. Currently he is putting the final
touches on a colloquium he is organizing
titled “Thinking about Space.”

born on this day and that maybe they
can teach them to be aware of that
and just to have a little more tolerance
and spend a little extra time with children that are different from them,”
Frietag said.
When word spread of Frietag’s
blanket distribution last year, she
began getting donations of material
to make her blankets from friends
and family. Then as she began preparations for this year’s March 21 distribution, she met Diane Malench, a
local RE/MAX realtor who enjoyed
sewing and offered to help.
The trio made approximately 15
blankets, the Anderson Hospital average daily delivery rate, for their March
21 distribution Wednesday.
“I also make little bags to hand out
to families that have a child with Down
syndrome. That’s not real often, but at
least they have a blanky, and I have
a little informational packet in that
blanket about what Down syndrome
is, what characteristic their baby has
and why, and what the chromosome
differences are,” Frietag said.
She noted that many times children born with Down syndrome are
immediately transferred to a St. Louis
hospital which creates, understandably, parent concern. “It’s just a lot
of information and a lot of stress (for
new parents). And there’s a grieving
period because the baby is not normal. They are just scared and they
don’t know what to expect sometimes,” Frietag said.
Frietag hoped that her blanket gifts
help the parents in this time of need.
“It’s just more of an informational
packet so that they have something
to look at. And parents need a little information. Information doesn’t
hurt,” she said.
Frietag’s grandson, Alex, who
was the catalyst that began Frietag’s
yearly blanket delivery, turns 3 this
week. Coincidentally, Alex was born
March 22, one day after World Down
Syndrome Day. “God works in mysterious ways,” Frietag said.

Arts&Music
Saturday, March 24
Nanjing Memories in Sino-U.S. Relations Photography Exhibition, Missouri
Botanical Garden, Ridgway Visitor Center, St. Louis, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Runs through May 13.
Figure Studies: Recent Representational Works on Paper, Contemporary
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 22.
Tartuffe, Blanche M. Touhill Performing Arts Center, St. Louis, 7:30 p.m.
Material Attractions: Diverse Reactions, Jacoby Arts Center, Alton, 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 15.
Classic Images: Photographs by Ansel Adams, Cedarhurst Center for the
Arts, Mt. Vernon, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through May 6.
No Child, Grandel Theatre, St. Louis, 3:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.
The NJT: The Value of Names, Marvin and Harlene Wool Theatre, Millstone
Campus, JCC, Creve Coeur, 8:00 p.m.
Bug, Kranzberg Arts Center Blackbox, St. Louis, 8:00 p.m., Runs through
March 25.
David Burns Smith: The Longshot, The PSTL Gallery, St. Louis, 10:30 a.m.,
Runs through April 7.
The Invisible Hand, The Studio Theatre, Loretto-Hilton Center, Webster
Groves, 5:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.
The Comedy of Errors, The Rep, St. Louis, 5:00 p.m.
Habeger vs. Lotz, Edwardsville Arts Center, Edwardsville, 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m., Runs through April 19.
At the Crossroads: Exploring Black Identity in Contemporary Art, St. Louis
Art Museum, St. Louis, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Runs through April 8.
Alpha Players Present: You Can't Take It With You, Florissant Civic Center,
Florissant, 8:00 p.m.
Neil Simon's Laughter on the 23rd Floor, Alton Little Theatre, Alton, 7:30
p.m.

“One of the reasons we settled on that
topic is because this year we were very
excited to dedicate SIUE’s new observatory,”
LaFond explained. “We have had professor
Jeffrey Sabby involved in the construction
of that. And one of the things that makes
for a good colloquium in this university is
if we are able to come up with a title that
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First up is Hans Habeger, of Evanston, an assistant professor at the College of Lake County in
Grayslake.
Habeger's paintings focus on the facades of strip
malls and big box stores in suburban Chicago.
The settings are mundane spaces that often go
unnoticed.
"I find these subjects in my immediate surroundings visually appealing due to their architecture,
quality of light, sense of space, and arrangement
of formal design elements that emphasize abstraction," said Habeger in his artist's statement.
Alongside Habeger's work will be that of Tyler
Lotz of Bloomington, who is currently an associate
professor teaching at Illinois State University.

can be understood in a lot of different ways.
Among those who work with outer space
may be thinking of space in that way. And in
fact one of our keynote colloquium speakers
will be longtime astronaut Story Musgrave
and we are very excited to have him come
to SIUE. But we are not just thinking about
space as outer space, but also about inner

Lotz' work focuses on found sculptural pieces.
"These works are visual conglomerations, clusters of geometric and organic abstraction that
provide commentary on a range of issues from the
environment to the way we relate to our physical
world. My interests lie in man’s relationship with
nature which has historically been one of intervention, marked by the human drive to tame its
wildness, use its resources and shape it in our own
image," stated Lotz in his description of his work.
"I think we're talking about the empty space.
The mundane versus things found and things
lost. What Habeger does is look at the spaces
we overlook and what Lotz does is look at what
we've tossed away. What we discard," said Pat
Quinn, EAC board director and interim executive
director.
Essentially, it is a show about what is lost and
what is found.
Quinn said the idea for the show came from
Philipp Eirich, who expressed interest in bringing these two artists together for a show in

space. We are thinking about spatial relationships, about space the way a geographer
might, or the way a musician might look at
the spaces on a stave.”
The colloquium, which will be held
March 27 and 28, will include presentations
from 166 individuals in areas ranging from
anthropology to physics. About half of the
presenters will be current SIUE students.
The full colloquium schedule can be found at
http://www.siue.edu/artsandsciences/colloquia/. All presentations are free and open
to the general public.
After his work on the colloquium is completed, LaFond will be back to his studies on
linguistics, this time researching the different
dialects used by the people of Illinois.
“All of us speak a dialect,” LaFond said.
“And there are some unique characteristics
about how people pronounce things in different parts of the country as we know.”
He has been conducting research in this
area with Kristine Hildebrandt, an assistant professor in the department of English
language and literature at SIUE. “One of
the things we are finding has to do with a
leveling of sounds in the vowel system, but
most of these are not something that you
would detect with the native ear,” LaFond
explained. “It is something we have to use
computer modeling to see that the vowels
are actually being produced in a slightly
different way than in some other parts of
Illinois. What I have been focusing on has
been the kinds of word choices that people
make and the kind of syntactic or grammatical structures that they use. That has
been my work.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.

Edwardsville.
Board Member Dennis DeToye said this show
is different from other EAC exhibitions because it
highlights the work of artists outside of the local
area.
Previous shows have stayed mainly within the
Edwardsville and St. Louis areas, but this one brings
new perspectives to the Edwardsville community.
"We can reach a larger audience and draw a
wider art pool of artists here so our community
can see them," said DeToye.
Quinn pointed out that both Habeger and Lotz
are art educators, which coincides with the EAC's
mission to foster art education.
Closer to home, the EAC's student gallery will
also be featuring the work of budding artists from
each of the local elementary schools.
DeToye said this continues the education theme
and brings the two shows together.
"We're going to have two professional artists but
we're going to have oodles of elementary artists.
We think this will be a really good show," he said.
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Last year, a man from Troy
with shoulder-length hair
raised more than $1,000 in
contributions to have his head
shaved, Sinnokrak said.
Two other men raised similar
amounts.
Volunteer barbers and cosmetologists will do the shearing
beginning at 10 a.m. Saturday
at the fire station, 410 N. Main
St.
“It is open to the public,”
Sinnokrak said. “Whether they
want to sit down” and get their
heads shaved, or just watch,
everyone is welcome. “Tell
your family; tell friends, Come
up and have some fun.”
After Welle committed himself to the cause, he issued a
challenge to the Edwardsville
Police Department brass.
“While Maj. (Don) Lask
doesn’t have much on top, he’s
got a moustache he’s known
for,” Welle said as he threw
down the gauntlet.

Oliver Wiest/Intelligencer

Will Edwardsville Fire Chief Rick Welle’s countenance be as imposing without the moustache?
Matt Sinnokrak (left), who is coordinating the St. Baldrick’s Foundation fundraiser at Fire Station
No. 1 Saturday at 10 a.m., invites people to come down to see for themselves. Welle offered to
have his head shaved and moustache shorn if people contribute at least $300 in his name to the
largest private supporter of childhood cancer research.
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“We fought hard and we’re certainly
not going to deny them the satisfaction of being 100 percent certain about
the result,” Richards said by phone on
Thursday. “It’s obviously their right to do
that. But David is proceeding as the likely
nominee and taking the steps to reach out
to everybody he needs to go forward. Matt
wanting to wait and see what the final
results are does not hurt that at all.”
County clerks generally don’t begin
counting absentee ballots until the April
3 deadline to do so. “But with modern
voting equipment, you see very little
change,” Richards said. “It’s possible a
few will come in. But we’re confident that
the results will not change.”
Gill, an emergency room physician in
Bloomington, declared victory at 4:50 a.m.
on Wednesday.

Goetten called Gill's declaration premature. “Washington might tell us that
our voices don’t matter, but this campaign is about fixing Congress, and that’s
why every vote must be counted,” said
Goetten. “As a father, veteran and state’s
attorney, I have always been inspired by
the service and the Democratic values of
hard work, fairness, and a strong middle
class. I am humbled by the strength of the
grassroots campaign we built together,
and I believe we must wait until all votes
are counted before declaring victory in
this race.”
Goetten is a veteran of the Afghanistan
War and has called for a new G.I. Bill to
help returning veterans, and for additional transportation infrastructure for
the area.
Gill has focused on health care reform,
saying that a proposed “Medicare for
All” program would provide the average
family with money that would eventually
filter through the economy.
The new 13th District was created last
summer as part of the once-per-decade

redistricting that follows each census. It
includes parts of Edwardsville and Glen
Carbon and stretches across parts of central and southwestern Illinois.
On the Republican side, Johnson defeated Frank Metzger and Michael Firsching.
According to the latest unofficial results,
Johnson garnered 31,096 votes to 8,697 for
Metzger and 5,962 for Firsching.
Firsching has said that government
should play a limited role in the economy
and that decisions about healthcare should
be left to the individual. He has run Fort
Russell Veterinary Service since 1983.
Metzger, a retired ironworker who lives
in Glen Carbon and runs a tree trimming
service called “Trees, Trees and more
Trees,” thanked voters “who know my
character and have faith in my ability” to
serve the district.
“Defeat can be the most powerful force
for good for every human being,” he said
in a written statement. “Focus, motivation and accelerated planning followed by
position action will dramatically change
results. This was only round one!”

